SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITH WESTERN
AUSIRALIA.

Ordered by the House of Assembly to be printed, and plan lithographed, Tth Oclober, 1875

54/71. Westor Austalia Colonal Socreary's Offie, Pth,
er, 1873,

Six—1 havo the honar, by dircton of Tlis rmumy e e for the
information of the South Aus map showing the local telograp]
e L|=|mnupnl
towns and districts. A further extension in conjunction with the railway betavcen Geraldton
Northampton has been provided for  and, in the opinion of His Excelloncy, the time has arsived
hen o 4l frthor and. mors important oubward extension o tho st e has become & matter
for serious consi

extensions of land line at tho prosont time aro callsd for—ano rom Champion Bay to
Rocbourne, on the North-West Coast; and another from Albany (King George's Sound) to
Esperance Bay and Port Euela, on the boundary of the South Austral

lian Tersitory.
o lttr s not ony of impartance to ocal ntrest and. tho ncrsssof sltloment, bu s
o s o y_consideration to the Colony at large, if connccted from Eucla, to the
{clograph systom of fho. Ausirlisn Coloniess and 1t 1 on thi subject that T ar dosire fo so6k
the coropertion of your Gmnmmmt
m reliable data, it can be proved that the trading and fal rolations
of this Colony are nhcndy “ifing o the Australion. Colories from Great Brtein and ofhor
Countries; and as endoncy s manifostcd in various ways, it may futly bo hoped. that
telegraphic communication, if cstablished, Jould el o a o
Tastors Colonios 10 (s intetcourso wil be greatly furthered by the monthly conmunication
befmesn thssevacel poris of: fhs Calony by the sioames sading for Jing George's Sound in
connexion with the arrival and doparture of the mail steamer for Port Adelai
South ‘Ausirala has been foremost amen the Avustralin Clonis n b her appreciation of
i s egraph, and has demonstrated o ho Austalian Colanontho inesimsbls
of i dion with uniries ; Tis Dxcelloney Goternor
75 et il St il e (h repestL . mclud. Wentoms Avaialn 1 o
telogrphio system of the Australsn Colonis,and 1o completo ho tlagraph cirnit of Ausrli.
To_accomplish this it will, of course, ho necessary that
i to its boundary line at Port Eucla, on the understanding that a wire was i
Trom Albany, (King George's Sound) by the Government of this Colon;
o i ctimatedthat tho amount nd. mature of the presnt trade St Clloey it Taia
Eastom ports would ensure.at least ne thousand (out and in) messages por amum o
e Aduinite e Bt Docwin Haorand b0 s Jney b e tho Hom trado and tho trufc of
the monthly pasengers by the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers
e coimale’of Intorationt. trafle, lavard i outward, six hundrod messages
per e e e T Rl nunber vill
fwelye months ; and at a charge of, say, six shillings per message, to be equally divided between
he Colones of South and West Ausrelia, would amount o the st Yeut 10 52,160, the second

the whole distance at thirteen hundred miles, and this s probably in_excess of the
senlity, and the costa¢ the ate of £35 a mile, nclusve of stations, would inyolve an expenditure
of £43,500, the interest, for which, at five per cent.; would amount to £2

‘Telograph posks from hence can be landed t Euca at & very xcnmﬂnblc mw, & which place

one station would suffice, which can be maintained from hence af moderate

eg your early and careful attention to this matter.

Thave the honor, &e.,
FRED. P. BARLEE.

The Honorabe he Chief Sereany,
Adelaide, South Australia.

[Report of Superintendent of Telographs.]
Bletro Telograph Dopastment, Ofico of Suprintendnt,
Adelaide, October 1

Sir—Huving carofully considrod the proposel mado by Mr. flaroe in i Jetgr of the 3ed
., herewith rcturned, for the construction of @ line of Electric Telegraph between Port
Avgusta snd Albany, King George's Sound, at the joint cost of the two Colouies, T have the
honor to roport that T fully concur with His Ecclloney Governor Weld that the time has now
arrived when the extension so long contemplated should be carried out, and that the work properly
devolves upon South and Western Australia. ol
e
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Tho latter is now the only Colony on the Australian Continent shut out from the telegraphic
fystem connecting theto Colanis wih tho 1ot of the civilzed world and us sh is willig st
her ovn cost. to bridge over more than one half of the gup which sspaate us,  think sho s
Justiied in asking s 1 co-operat by mesing hor b Etanii o e o Bor A
e present time, as appears from Mr. Barlec's leter, there s something like 900 miles of
telegraph alteady in operation in Westorn Ansiralia——conneting Porth with Albany in the south,
and with Champion Bay in_the north sad. including all the Rrincipal towas vithin that space:
Further extension 15 projected northwards. o Tosbousns. and there can bo no doubt hat with
the fresh impetus and i Wbl B s Al e Jaoge and increasing trade
would soom spring up between that distant setlemontand the easten Coloni
ght nof prbapy,be worth our while o ncur s lage an outlay merely fos the local
i by e o B mind hat tho Ocoan il Sevicoof Vitorn and South Aus-
tralia. must, in all pmhlbxlnty alwa)s fllow the Suez Route—the stesmers caling t King
Geonge's Sound, or some other i b e
osed_extension of the Tolegmph "to that Colony of more impostance, will, of itsef, be
o \mtlvc of a large amount of bus
Thers can alzo be 1o dowdt nm nus firesh recognition of the obligations imposed upon us b
our geographical position will I o coment th fiendly zelations and sseur the support 3
Victoria to whom the prujnnu-ﬂ Tine will b of 5 much value,  These circumstances nduce mo &
xecommend the proposiion ofthe Gotornment ot Westorn Ausnuha o the favorable consideration
is o th nfresof South Austalia t asst n cayng ot.
corge’s Sound is by no means a new onc, it has
McGowan and myself, and ‘M. MoGowan Bas on more
ot one oceasion wrged the so-operation of Victoria; but mow that Wastorn Australi expresses
her willingness to construct the line within her own boundary, South Australia may fairly be asked
t0 complete her
s map accompanging this report I havo indcated the prebablo routs th lino sst of
Tucla would follow. Itwill be scen that I poposs shall be carried past the principal sq\utlmg
tations between Port Augusta and Streal e i o et P
and the head of the Bight to Eucla, keoping, L e
adverse atmosphericinfluences of the coast a5 to secure a betier line of country. Our longest
cartago will be between Port Augusta and Streaky Bay, but from thero to Pelinubee, at the head
o tho Bigh, wo havo a number of comveniont anding place,infcated by snchors on the accom-
panying map. From Pelinubee to Eucla will be the most diffcult scction—high, precipitous
B bk e st s sonme i aminie ] el e a\(rf-\cs aters.
The length of the line from Port Augusta to Eucla would be about 580 mi
ih togurd to cout, the mun. necesarly dopend, o o great extont on the mature of the
country and tho avtlabiliy of Tocal imber. . Cypréss pines stz could e found i plces,

but would often be dificul 1o get out on o the ine, In view, trefore, of tho fad
ng materily I ecommend the wso of sawn fartal imberor £ light srom poles; aad as in sither
SR o import T am very strongly i an on Ioo throughout,as the

e e
tions L should adopt, the freer from casualtics.
cost gecordingly,as ron o savn farrsh poles e used, would b s ollow
on ples, 16 to mile, and No. & 36,

e frsah poles, 90 0 il ind g B9 ) 0,000.
T e Tt e b 1 s ot i bt i prefer iron
throughout.
With o lino constucted fn the substanial mannor I propose, it would not bo necessary to
Tave more than two stations between Port Augusta ucla, say Streaky and Fowler's
(At Taca ho stations vould, I presume, be onducted at the joint cost of the two Coloni s e
Hhavingits oun apertor.The orking expanses ofthe lins thrsfore would b very
can hardly frame an estimate of the rovenuc, but it should be considerably in oscess ot the
wnrkmg oxpentes. Periaps Mr, Baclc's asimite mmm be sccepd 33 o folersbly close
approximation; o, i g the reccipts from foreign messages, vié Port Darwin, sey about
27500 as the properton. nnnnlmg e e
gmwm nf b, Coloies.
objection to the propoted sate of 6. for ten words,the receipt being egually
dividod betweon the two Col lon

and the necessary provision made by loan, or otherwise,
during the preset Session “f Dathament. the line coud b complted by the end of next year, or
soon e, &

LES TODD,
Postmaster-General and Superintendent of Telegraphs.
To the Honorable the Chief Secretary.
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